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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 19 
October 2006 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 19 October 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

In response to the applicant's argument that the folding guide lines of Nystrand 
are not folding inward, it is noted that the first and second folding guide lines are folded 
toward the center of the article such that the fold lines are inward of the side edges of 
the article, as shown in figure 2, and therefore the folding guide lines are folded inward. 

With respect to claims 12 and 13, the amendment to claim 12 has overcome the 
disclosure of Nystrand. However, the front region of Nystrand extending from first 
folding guide lines to the front end edge of the article is unfolded, as shown in figure 1 , 
so the rejection to claim 1 3 stands. 

With respect to claim 19, the applicant's argument has been considered, but is 
moot in view of the new rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2, 4, 7-11, 13-15, and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Nystrand (3,924,627). 

With respect to claims 1 and 11, Nystrand discloses an absorbent article 
comprising a front waist region, a rear waist region, a crotch region, an a body fluid 
absorbent assembly, as shown in figures 1 and 2. In the crotch region, a pair of first 
folding guide lines 14 and 16 extend from two points on crossline 12 and are inclined 
toward the first waist region at a crossing angle a. A pair of second folding guide lines 
17 and 19 extend from the two points on the crossline 12 and are inclined toward the 
second waist region at a crossing angle (3. A pair of folded portions are formed by 
folding along the guide lines, and first and second non-folded portions extend from the 
folding guide lines to the waist regions, as shown in figure 2. Since first folding guide 
lines are inclined towards the front waist region and the second toward the rear, the first 
non-folded portion has a smaller extent than the second non-folded portion. The first 
and second folding guide lines are folded toward the center of the article such that the 
fold lines are inward of the side edges of the article, as shown in figure 2, and therefore 
the folding guide lines are folded inward. 

With respect to claim 2, crossing angle a is larger than crossing angle p, as 
shown in figure 1. 
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With respect to claim 4, crossing angle a is between 35 and 60 degrees, and 
crossing angle p is between 10 and 30 degrees, as disclosed in column 1, line 61, and 
column 2, line 5. 

With respect to claim 7, the absorbent assembly is folded along the crossing line 
12, as shown in figure 2. 

With respect to claims 8, 14, and 18, a pair of third folding guide lines 18 and 20 
are located between the first and second folding guide lines, as shown in figure 1 . 

With respect to claim 9, the guide lines are oblique to the crossing line, as shown 
in figure 1 . 

With respect to claims 10 and 15, the first and third folding guide lines extend 
toward the front waist region from two points, and the second folding guide lines extend 
towards the rear waist region from two points, as shown in figure 1 . 

With respect to claim 13, the front unfolded zone extends from the first folding 
guide lines 14 and 16 to the front end egde, and is unfolded in its entirety, as shown in 
figure 1. i 

» 

With respect to claim 16, the middle zone can be defined as the area between 
the first folding guide lines 14 and 16, and the second folding guide lines 17 and 19, and 
therefore the middle zone is closer to the front end edge than the rear, as shown in 
figure 1. 

With respect to claim 17, the absorbent assembly is further folded along a 
transverse folding guide line 12, as shown in figure 2. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 5, and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nystrand (3,924,627) in view of Marsan (3,744,494). 

Nystrand discloses all aspects of the claimed invention with the exception of the 
transverse folding guide line being closer to the front end edge than the rear end edge. 

Marsan teaches placement of a transverse folding line closer to the front waist 
region than the rear waist region of an absorbent article, as shown in figure 1 . This 
provides the article with a better fit for an infant, as disclosed in column 4, lines 18-25. 

It would therefore be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to place the transverse folding guide line towards the front region of the article 
of Nystrand, as taught by Marsan, in order to provide the article with a better fit. 

With respect to claim 20, placement of the transverse folding line closer to the 
front waist region of the article will cause the inner end of the first and second folding 
lines, which are located at the transverse folding line, to be closer to the front end edge 
of the article. 

With respect to claim 21 , the article further comprises third folding guide lines 18 
and 20, which when folded are inward of the side edges of the article. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6, and 12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art of record fails to disclose the second non-folded portion extending 
from the second folding guide lines to the rear end edge of the article, the second non- 
folded portion being unfolded in its entirety. The closest prior art of record, U.S. Patent 
3,924,627 to Nystrand, has folding guide lines 13 an 15 which fall within the second 
zone extending from the second folding guide lines 17 and 19 to the rear end edge, and 
therefore the second zone of Nystrand is not an unfolded zone. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to C. Lynne Anderson whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 4932. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tanya Zalukaeva can be reached on (571) 272-1115. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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